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increase of some internal disorder, which is gradually
triumphing over the system. Much has teen done in
these cases by change of climate. I hinted this to the
Duke at Drumlanrig, but I found his mind totally averse
to it. But he made some inquiries of Harden (just re-
turned from Italy), which seemed to imply that at least
the idea of a winter in Italy or the south of France was
not altogether out of his consideration. Your Lordship
will consider whether he can or ought to "be pressed upon
this point. He is partial to Scotland, and feels the
many high duties which bind him to it. But the air of
this country, with its alternations of moisture and dry
frost, although excellent for a healthy person, is very
trying to a valetudinarian.

I should not have thought of volunteering to commu-
nicate such unpleasant news, but that the family do not
seem alarmed. I am not surprised at this, because,
where the decay of health is very gradual, it is more
easily traced by a friend who sees the patient from inter-
val to interval, than by the affectionate eyes which are
daily beholding him.

Adieu, my dear Lord. God knows you will scarce
read this letter with more pain than I feel in writing it.
But it seems indispensable to me to communicate my
sentiments of the Duke's present situation to his nearest
relation and dearest friend. His life is invaluable to his
country and to his family, and how dear it is to his
friends can only be estimated by those who know the
soundness of his understanding, the uprightness and
truth of his judgment, and the generosity and warmth
of his feelings.

I am always, my dear Lord, most truly yours,

WALTER SCOTT.

Scott's letters of this and the two following months
are very much occupied with the painful subject of the
Duke of Buccleuch's health; but those addressed to his